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Abstract

This study examines the determinants of public support for nuclear power in
South Korea. Drawing on rational choice, risk perception, and political mobilization
theories, it analyzes individual differences in attitudes toward nuclear power utilization
using data from the 2025 National Survey on Social Integration conducted by the
Institute for Future Strategy at Seoul National University. The results show that individuals
who prioritize economic growth are more supportive of nuclear power, whereas those
who prioritize environmental protection are more opposed. Contrary to conventional
expectations, greater trust in the president and stronger preferences for expert-led
policymaking are associated with lower support for nuclear power. Political factors also
matter: Democratic Party supporters are less supportive of nuclear power, while
individuals who are ideologically more distant from President Lee Jae-myung are more
supportive. The findings suggest that attitudes toward nuclear power are shaped not only
by economic and environmental considerations but also by political cues and partisan

alignments.

Keywords: Nuclear Power, Public Attitudes, Risk Perception, Political Mobilization, Partisan

Cues, Energy Policy

Institute for Future Strategy, Seoul National University 5
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